
MFL - Listening 
 
Level 1 I can understand the odd sentence, especially if my teacher  
  mimes, repeats or if there is a picture. 
 
Level 2 I can understand short sentences if we have done the words  
  before.  I don’t need my teacher to mime or a picture, but I  
  may need them to repeat. 
 
Level 3 I can understand 3-4 sentences about a topic we have done. 

I can write down the important bits.  I only need a couple of 
things repeated. 

 
Level 4 I can understand more than 4 sentences about a topic we 

have done said quickly.  I can pick out the important bits and 
write them down, but I may need to have a couple of things 
repeated. 

 
Level 5 I can understand more than 4 sentences said quickly about 

different topics we have done in the present and past or 
future.  I can pick out the important bits and write them 
down, but I need to have a couple of thing repeated. 

 
Level 6 I can understand short extracts said quickly about different 

topics we have done in the present, past and future.  I can 
pick out the important bits and write them down.  I 
understand when they happened (present, past or future) 
and I hardly need anything to be repeated. 

 
Level 7 I can understand long passages of French or Spanish as it 

would be spoken by adults about a number of familiar and 
unfamiliar topics.  I hardly ever need to have anything 
repeated. 

 
Level 8 I can understand long passages of French or Spanish as it 

would be spoken by adults about a number of topics many of 
them unfamiliar.  I recognise from the words used how 
people feel about a topic.  I hardly ever need to have 
anything repeated. 



MFL – Speaking 
 
Level 1 I can say a few words or a phrase in French/Spanish. 
 
Level 2 I can answer simple questions, and use set phrases.  I can 

ask my teacher for help in French/Spanish. 
 
Level 3 I can have a short conversation in French/Spanish and I can 

talk about the things I like and don’t like. 
 
Level 4 I can make up a longer conversation in French/Spanish.  I 

sound a lot more French/Spanish now. 
 
Level 5 I can ask and answer questions and can take part in longer 

conversations.  I can refer to past or future plans as well as 
everyday activities.  I can make myself understood with 
little difficulty. 

 
Level 6 I can have a conversation about things that I do, have done 

and am going to do.  I can give and ask for information about 
routine things.  I make myself understood with no difficulty. 

 
Level 7 I can give views about myself and current affairs.  I can 

cope with unexpected questions.  My pronunciation is good. 
 
Level 8 I can speak confidently about a number of topics like an 

adult.  My pronunciation is really good. 
 



MFL – Reading 
 
Level 1 I can read a short list of words. 
 
Level 2 I can read short sentences. 
 
Level 3 I can read short conversations and passages. 
 
Level 4 I can read a short text or story. 
 
Level 5 I can read about the present and past or future in texts 

from a magazine, short book or brochure. 
 
Level 6 I can read a magazine or a short book.  I can understand 

about whether things in the past, present and future.  I can 
guess the meaning of new words and I choose extra reading 
material for myself. 

 
Level 7 I can read difficult texts about a number of topics 

containing new vocabulary. 
 
Level 8 I can read lots of different difficult texts for interest and 

for information.  I can understand unfamiliar topics involving 
complicated language. 

 
 



 
MFL – Writing 
 
Level 1 I can copy single words correctly. 
 
Level 2 I can copy short phrases and sentences. 
 
Level 3 I can write short sentences from memory or make it up using 

wall displays or textbooks. 
 
Level 4 I can write short paragraphs of 3 or 4 sentences from 

memory.  I know how to use a dictionary to find new words. 
 
Level 5 I can write in paragraphs using simple sentences about what 

I do and have done recently or will do soon.  My 
French/Spanish will be mostly correct. 

 
Level 6 I can write using paragraphs about what I do, have done 

recently and will do soon.  I can change lots of the words in a 
sentence I have seen in books to fit me.  My writing is 
accurate. 

 
Level 7 I can write quite long pieces about imaginary events and will 

do my work several times until I get it just right. 
 
Level 8 I can write very difficult pieces about adult topics stating 

my own and other people’s points of view.  I use dictionaries, 
books and reference materials to improve my work which is 
very accurate. 

 


